Dickinson County Boards and Commission
Terms and Responsibilities

Compensation Board —2 Supervisors representative

4 year term

1 Annual meeting usually December or January

Each elected official appoints a representative to this board. The County Supervisors appoint 2
representatives making a total of 7 board members. The duties of each representative is to
make an official recommendation for the wage schedule for each elected official — Co Attorney,
Auditor, Recorder, Sheriff, Treasurer, and the Co Supervisors. The Compensation Board votes
on each recommendation. A majority vote of the membership of the board is required to
approve the compensation schedule. Upon approval, these recommendations are then
presented to the County Board of Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors can accept the
compensation schedule or they can reduce it, but they can only reduce it by an equal
percentage for all elected officials.

Pursuant to lowa Code section 331.907, a county compensation board usually meets early in
the year and issues its recommended compensation schedule for elected county officers to the
county board of supervisors so that the county budget can be certified by March 15. The salary
of the county attorney is governed by the provisions of lowa Code section 331.752(5), which
provides that except in counties with a population of more than 200,000, the annual salary of a
full-time county attorney must be an amount between 45 percent and 100 percent of the
annual salary received by a district court judge.

Conservation Board — 5 member board

5 year term

Monthly meetings — third Tuesday at 7 pm usually at Horseshoe Bend but will probably move to
the new Nature Center. Special committees of the conservation board meet other times as
needed.

The conservation office is overseen by the conservation board which is appointed by the county
board of supervisors. The conservation department is responsible for county parks, wildlife
habitat improvement and wetland preservation. The department also provides environmental
education and various activities such as camping, canoeing, kayaking, snow sports. In Dickinson
County the duties of the conservation board include setting policy for the operation and
providing oversight of the Nature Center at Kenue Park as well as direction and management of
the Conservation Board Executive Director and Naturalists.

All 99 counties have conservation boards. The Board of Supervisors is required to appoint five
bona fide residents of the county to serve as the members of the conservation board
[Sec.331.321 (1) (C)]. The members are appointed to five year terms of office. The Board of
Supervisors must select the members of the conservation board from residents of the county
who have demonstrated interest in conservation matters. The members are not entitled to
compensation except for actual and necessary expenses incurred in performance of their
official duties. [Sec.350.2]"
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Board of Adjustment:

5 year term

Monthly meeting — 4™ Monday of the month at 7P.M in the Courthouse.

This is a 5 member board appointed by the County Supervisors. Also vacancies shall be filled by
the Board of Supervisors for the unexpired term of the resigning member. The Board of
Adjustment shall have the following powers and duties:

A. Administrative Review: To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error
in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the Administrative
Officer in the enforcement of this Ordinance.

B. Conditional Uses: To hear and decide only such applications for conditional use as the
Board of Adjustment is specifically authorized to pass on by the terms of this Ordinance,
and as provided for in Article 21 of this Ordinance.

C. Variances: To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of
this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest where, owing to the special
conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance would result in
unnecessary hardship.

More information can be found under article 28 of the Dickinson County Zoning Ordinance 102

Planning & Zoning Commission:
5 year term

Monthly meeting -3 Monday of the month at 1:P.M in the Courthouse.

P&Z is a 7 member commission appointed by the Board of Supervisors. Also vacancies shall be
filled by the Board of Supervisors for the unexpired term of the resigning member. The
Planning and Zoning Commission shall have the following power and duties:

to review and enforce the county zoning ordinance and make recommendations on any
proposed changes to the ordinances.

The powers and duties of the Planning and Zoning Commission include but are not limited to
the following:

A. To prepare, recommend to the Board of Supervisors, and maintain a comprehensive
plan for the physical development of the County.

B. To accomplish other special studies related to land use development as requested by
the Board of Supervisors;

C. To prepare, recommend to the Board of Supervisors, review and update, and
recommend proposed changes to a Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations for
unincorporated areas of the County.

D. To hold public hearings as necessary to receive comments from the public regarding any
of the aforementioned or other land use issues.

More information can be found under article 27 of the Dickinson County Zoning Ordinance 102
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Board of Health:

3 year term — of the 5 member board, at least one shall be licensed in lowa as a doctor of
medicine and surgery or an osteopathic physician and surgeon.

Quarterly meeting — 1°" Tuesday of the month at 6:00P.m. at the hospital

State code Chapter 137: powers of local boards of health are as follows (short version):

Enforce state health laws and rules and orders of the state department, make and enforce

reasonable rules necessary for protection and improvement of public health, provide reports of

operations as required by state director.

Commission of Veteran Affairs:
3 year term —appointment starts July 1
Monthly meeting — Last Wednesday of the month at 7:00P.M. in the courthouse.
The Dickinson County Veteran Affairs Commission consists of 3 commissioners, however lowa
Code says the commission shall consist of either three or five persons, as determined by the
board of supervisors, all of whom shall be veterans as defined in section 35.1. If possible, each
member of the commission shall be a veteran of a different military action. However, this
qualification does not preclude membership to a veteran who served in more than one of the
military actions.
Commissioners are responsible for the following:

A. Have a understanding of VA programs and options available to Veterans and their
family.
Obtain and maintain certification as a County Commissioner.
Oversee assistance given to poor and needy Veterans and their family.
Assist with applications to lowa Veterans Home.
Spread the word about VA Programs and Services throughout the County.
Refer Veterans and Family to VA Director for services of programs both VA related and
NON-VA.
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Dickinson County Trails Board:
Five year term — nominated by city councils and appointed by the Board of Supervisors.
Meets third Friday of each month at 7:00 a.m. in the Dickinson County Court House.
Team meetings are held as needed, usually once a month from April —September.
This ten member board represents eight municipalities, the county and one at-large

member. The executive director is a part-time county employee recommended to the
Board of Supervisors by the Trails Board. The mission of the DCTB is to acquire, develop,
preserve, and improve multi-purpose public recreational trails in Dickinson County,
lowa, and to cooperate with adjoining counties in the development of regional trails
financed through the combined support of local, state, federal, private and public
resources.
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Eminent Domain Committee - Compensation Board for the Condemnation of Private
Property:

Indefinite term — reappointed every year

Meetings are as needed

This 28 member board representing realtors, farmers, bankers, auctioneers and city property
owners is to be available to the chief judge of the judicial district to assess damages to property
taken by eminent domain.

Board of Review — Appointed by the Conference Board which consists of the city Mayors, one
member of each High School Board and the County Supervisors

6 year terms

Meetings start May 1 and end May 31 of each year and can be extended to July 15" if requested
by the majority of the Board of Review. The amount of time spent is dependent on number of
petitions received for review.

One member of the county board of review must be actively engaged in farming as that
member’s primary occupation. However, it is not necessary for a board of review to

have as a member one licensed real estate broker and one registered architect or person
experienced in the building and construction field if the person cannot be located after a good
faith effort to do so has been made by the conference board (1966 O.A.G. 416). In determining
eligibility for membership on a board of review, a retired person is not considered to be
employed in the occupation pursued prior to retirement, unless that person remains in
reasonable contact with the former occupation, including some participation in matters
associated with that occupation.

The Board of Review is responsible for acting on all protests filed by taxpayers, reviewing and
equalizing assessments established by the assessor and add omitted property to the rolls.
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